
 

 

 

2nd September 2021 

 

Specialist Autism Support Service (SASS) – September Update 

 

Dear SENCO,  

 

On behalf of the SASS team, we hope you have had a lovely Summer and some well-deserved 

rest! Our team has been busy continuing to offer transition support and we would therefore 

like to make you aware of our referral process in readiness for the start of this year.   

 

As you are aware, the Specialist Autism Support Service provides support for children and 

young adults who meet the following criteria:  

 

• Autistic children and young people attending B&NES early years settings, schools and 

academies and FE with or without an EHCP (up to age 18 years)   

• Autistic children and young people attending education providers outside B&NES who 

have an EHCP  

• Autistic young adults who have an EHCP aged between 18 and 25  

 

Please note that all autistic individuals must have a  

confirmed autism diagnosis and a B&NES home address. 

 

 

 

Referrals for Targeted Support 

As we embark on this academic year, we are preparing to accept new referrals for targeted 

support. However, we will not be accepting referrals until the week beginning 4th October. 

This is to enable settings to have time to embed the universal strategies referred to in our 

Specialist Guides and to try any previously recommended strategies before requesting our 

support. Our helpline will of course continue to operate on Wednesday mornings and you can 

also call us throughout the week for general advice/queries relating to your autistic children 

and young people. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Please see the following resources/documents we have produced, which are designed to 
support practitioners to implement effective autism strategies at Universal Level and develop 
a Graduated Approach in all settings: 
 

- SASS Specialist Guide for Education Settings  

- SASS Specialist Guide for Early Years Providers 

 
 

 
 
Download from the Fosse Way School website: 
http://www.fossewayschool.co.uk/professional/asd-support/ 
 

 

Please also find a link here to the AET Autism Resource Suite, which contains the ‘SENCO’s 

guide to supporting learners on the autism spectrum’ document: 

https://www.autismeducationtrust.org.uk/autism-resource-suite/  

 

 

Referrals for Specialist Support  

If a child or young person in your setting requires specialist support and/or is experiencing a 

change in circumstances, is at risk of placement breakdown or their attendance is causing 

concern, then please do continue to make a referral should you require our support.  

 

If you have submitted a referral already, then a team member will be in contact with you to 

discuss the support requested and when this may be offered.   

 

 

http://www.fossewayschool.co.uk/professional/asd-support/
https://www.autismeducationtrust.org.uk/autism-resource-suite/


 

 

 

Autism-specific Training in Term 1 

We have the following upcoming training courses running for professionals and parents, 

which are now being delivered face-to-face, with some virtual options. So please contact 

sass@fossewayschool.com if you would like to book onto one of these events or call 01761 

412198 Ext 2 for more information. We will soon be adding more of our AET Training Events, 

so watch this space! A copy of our training calendar has been included with this letter.  

 

Professionals 

September 22nd  Universal Classroom Strategies (Early Years and Primary) 

September 27th  Developing Social and Friendship Skills 

September 30th  Autism Champions Early Years and Primary Network 

October 4th   Autism Champions Secondary and Post 16 Network 

October 7th   AET Post-16 Raising Awareness 

 

Parents / Carers 

September 17th onwards    CYGNET Programme: Supporting Parents of Autistic Children (4-18) 

October 11th                      Autism Strategies in the Home for Younger Children 

October 18th                       Autism Strategies in the Home for Teenagers and Young Adults 

October 20th                       Understanding Girls on the Autism Spectrum  

 

 

NEW: Autism Standards Provision Audits 

This year we would like to offer settings the opportunity to have an Autism Audit, supported 

by the SASS team using the Autism Education Trust Autism Standards. These are a set of 

standards developed by the AET to enable education settings to evaluate practice in 

addressing the needs of pupils on the autism spectrum and are being revised this academic 

year. These standards also link to the SEND Code of Practice and the Ofsted framework and 

would provide meaningful evidence of good autism practice and areas for development 

within whole school settings. 

 

We would like to invite settings to request an audit from one of team members, who will join 

you on site to look at your autism provision and use this document in a supportive capacity, 

providing recommendations for an action plan and to further develop your existing good 

autism practice. 

 

Please let us know if you would like to explore this further. 

mailto:sass@fossewayschool.com


 

 

 

I hope you have a great first term and we look forward to working with you again! 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 
 

Becca Tranter 

Lead for Specialist Autism Support Service  


